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freely, fully “and » fairly, . the 

tant subject ‘Which . 
attention. * metDiirers ray re. 
allowed 'to discuss ‘it; the result ceases 
doubtful, Slavery cannot. > 
It has been. upheld. hitherto by on 
ing. out, all freedém of speech,—by refusing 
y to permit the ‘people. to consider whether it 
was ‘for interest ‘to maintain it or not. 
This state of things has passed away forever. | | 
Henceforward it will be just as lawihi in 
every Southern State to. canvass .the rela- 
tions of Slavery,'a8'of Banking, or Railroads, 
or anything else, to the welfare of the people 
Bnd the prosperity of the State; and when 
that result has beon reached, the problem will 





‘The Approaching Session of Congress. 


sent Cohgress. to remedy: “Bat this im- 
proving and amending .is very different 
sort of work ‘from constrocting—par- 
ticularly’ ‘where the’ong is dofe in 
the light of experience, the other without any 
auch help. There is no real tefl in it; itis 
pastime in Comparison. Undoubtedly there 
ate some ‘ew measares fo be niatored and 
passed upon at an early day. But these all 
must be of minor magnitade, end will, not be 
very difienit: The principal means for put- 
ting down the rebellion are already in suc- 
cessful operation ; and the main concern now 
is to work them fairly out, which, of course, 
is the business of the executive, and not of 
the legislative branch of the Government. 

In all likelihood the great burden of the 
responsibilities of this new Congress will fall 
upon its jatter days. The end of ‘the rebel- 
lion Will almost surely come within ite life- 
time. If our arms progress fer the next 
twelve month as have for the last, and 
the financial: and resources of the 
South continue # ‘diminish at the same rate 
as they have been diminishing, there will be 
nothing left of the Confederacy a year bence. 
It is bard to iniagine that any new ele- 
ment will arise to change this course of 
things. But, though the prosecution. of the’ 
war will bring no really new duties of épécial 
moment, the approach of peace must. 'The 
war will leave the Southern States jn @ com- 
pletely disorganized condition, both civilly 
and socially. Little else than the form of the 
States will remain. Even though the policy 
of the National Government toward them be 
as mild amd conservative as possible, there 
will yetbe a great number of most moment- 
ous questions to be settled concerning their 
transition back to their old.relations to the 
Union. . Quite as much wisdom will be 
required to inaugurate an auspicious 
peace, as was exercised in clearing 
the .way for successful. war. It is 
impossible yet to divine what particu- 
lar .measures will accomplish this. All 
will depend upon. circumstances which 
have yet to také shape, and upon the 
disposition of the body of tbe Southern people, 
which nobody can foretell, , But it is very 
certain that, at best, the change from war toa 
just and stable peace, and the necessary re- 
adjustment to the new order of things, will 
bring a multiplicity of quéstions which will 
tax. the. best capacities of all, the branches 
of the Government, and particularly of Con- 
gress. 

The settled fact that the new Congress will 
open with a positive majority in sympathy 
| with the Administration, and prepared to 
legislate on the basis of its general polities, is 
of immense value, ‘The majority, though 
small, is sufficient for all practical purposes. 
It might easily have been of different cherac- 
tersfor the greater portion of the House was 
elected last year, when the popular current 
was running against the Administration on 
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will put themselves ‘on their best 
 ‘Sehavior, ‘and avold any serious aitempt te 
embarrass the Government—trusting thus to 
‘regain the public confidence which they per- 
fectly well anderstand they have lost. So far 
as they cordially cosperate with the President 
in’ all measures calculated to restore and per- 
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Tho Operstions Against Charleston, 

. For several, months the: adViees from the 
vieinity of Charleston have uniformly been to 
the effect that'we'should soon have the grati- 
fication of announcing ite fall—that Fort 
Sumter was battered to pieces, and must sur- 
render without delay; and the public heart 
has been made sick with deferred hope, until 
now it has ceased to believe any predictions 
of the capture or demolition of Charleston. 

Fort Sumter, we. will venture to say, will 
not be taken by the present line of approach 
and mode of operation. And what military 
Object is to be gained by its capture? We 
already perfectly command the entrance to 
the harbor, so that blockade-running has en- 
tirely ceased ; we could command it no bet- 
ter were ‘Samter in our possession, Nor, if 
captured, would it be practicable to put there 
the heavy guns that would be needed to oper- 
ate upon Charleston ; for they could not well 
be transported to the rain and mounted, 
under the fire of. the numerous rebel 
batteries that. line Sullivan’s Island 
and Fert Johnsen. Even if guns 
were successfully placed in position, we 
sheuld be but five hundred yards nigher the 
city than new ; and Parrott rifles throw into 
it with perfect ease. from Cummings’ ,Point, 
where they ane already established. Nor does 
it seem that Sumter can be so easily taken 
as some have thought, Not only are Fort 
Johnson and the works on Sullivan’s Island 
armed with very heavy batteries, but the 
shores of the city and even its Wharves are 
mounted with the heaviest guns in possession 
of the Confederates. ' Against thege the army 
has no power whatever to act. (One assault 
has siready : made upon the ruin with 
very stéry results=the whole party 
fell into'n decided trap, and any other would 
probably share the” same fate. ‘Although 
hafinless for the 
power of a very stfohg 
tier of 
the rubbish of the tiere of the work 
have go covered the heaviest 
shell have no. poWer to penetrate to 
‘them. A few men, comparatively, can 
still \s0 ehelter themselves that no assail- 
ing’. can find cover frama their deadly, 

ase close, fire, and artillery fire added 
te this would .make the ruins of Sumter but 
little safer than the crater of a yoloano. Sue- 
cess in an assault is, therefore, very doubtiul 
—and it would be folly to run the éxceeding 
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decided military advantage. We may. chafe 
and fret because our flag is not hoisted over 
those battered walls—but disaster would 
annoy and damage us more—and assuredly 
the dictates of public opinion and. feeling 
should not be followed when likely to lead to 
grief. 

“The further progress of operations in the 
harbor is now, as before, a question. for the 
monitors. It was intended that they should 
pass these batteries—if they have not done 
so, certainly no fault can be found with Gen. 
Giimorz for the failure. And we donot be- 
lieve that the monitors. will undertake this 
task. The delays that have ensued since 
Sumter was deprived of its teeth seem to in- 
dicate that the future givés no promise of 
better: fruition than the past: Let it be re- 
peated—we doubt whether the monitors will 
attempt to run the gauntlet into Charleston 
harbor. All they can accomplish will be to 


that from Cummings’ Point, without ex- 
posing our ei soe, (een atonaent of fone 

fact; the’ blockade of Charleston 
being perfect, any other game is not 
‘the powder, and.the public may as well'ct 
to expect any news of any such success 
ins been led to hope for. 

And why should ‘Charleston be burned ? 
What military advantage. wouldjWe gain by. 
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Wig Saha which still separates us from: 
‘anything like a “parliament of man,” than 
the objections which are made to the propo- 
sition of the French Emperor, to hold a Con- 
gress at Paris to settle, the, affairs of Europe. 
There is nothing new in the idea of a Congress, 
for one is: held after every great. war; but 
the Congress he wishés for is peculiar, from 
the faot that it is'to be ‘held before war, and 
instead ‘of war. The Congress’ of Vienna, 
and’ that of Paris, met’ simply'to carry out, 
certain principles which had been laid down 
by military force ; or in other words to take 
official notice on paper of certain facts which 
had been already shaped, bythe sword. It 
gave nothing to anybody, but confirmed 
everybody in ‘the’ possession of what he had 
already won in the field. 

The Emperor now proposes that, instead of 
leaving..the fatute to the bloody and blind 
arbitrament of fighting, a Congress: should 
be, held which shall decide all matters in 
dispute, or likely to be In dispute, not on the 
basis of facts as they stand, but of facts as 
they ought to stand, and would stand if rea- 
son and justice had supreme sway. 

There is, something very grand and very 
fascinating in the scheme, Proposed, as 
it is, .by @ man who. wields at will 
an amount of brute force suchas has 
not in modern times ever been placed 
in the hands of a_ asiagie. person, it 
seems singularly magnanimous—so magnani- 
mous, that it almost justifies the poet or 
philanthropist in thinking that his dream 
of universal peace is near being realized. The 
master of the most warlike nation on. earth 
asks to have war repudiated as a means of 
deciding national disputes ; to substitute the 
pen for the sword, in the decision of contro- 
versiés so tremendous that from the earliest 
times human reason has turned away from 
them in despair, and left them to be closed by 
a strange mixture of force, frand and chance. 

Adew thousand men get unperceived behind 
a diteh, or run fastest to secure a bridge, 
or have, stronger legs, or go betier with- 
out food than theizr enemies, and the result 
iw thet whole nations have ‘their destiny 
pehapged’; their laws are altered, and ‘with 
them It’ may be their language. and religion, 
7 and thelr very home along with them. En- 
rope, instead of being’a French empire, is cut 
up into several States, not because this is the 
arrangement which best suits the character, 
and material apd moral development of the 
people, but because a few thousand French- 
men, on a certain day in 1815, were unable to 
force their way into the yard of an eld coun- 
try house in Belgiem. There can, in short, 
be nothing more absurd than war ; it is the 
sum ef all absurdities, and its most ardent 
votaries, those who most delight in it as a 
display of human power and endurance, con- 
fess with: sorrow, that it utterly fails to in- 
sure the only purpose that can possibly jus- 
tify ite existence. 

One would suppose that a proposition, 
therefore, tending to throw it into disuse, 
emanating from the man who, of all others, 
hag mest to hope for from a resort to it, 
would be hailed with delight. So far from 
this, however, the reception it has met with 
all over Earope proves conclusively that the 
state of feeling and of civilization of which 
war is the legitimate and inevitable conse- 
quence, still exists. The other European 
Powers examine the plan with as much can- 
tion asa wolf examines. a trap. They all 
believe it to be the device of an enemy, and 
oceapy themselves mainly in trying to find 
out, not whether Louis Naroizon expects to 
gain anything by it, but what is the particular 
thing he expects. Some are satisfied that he 
knew it would not be accepted, and that his 
offer is simply due to a.desire to put himself 


‘| right on the record before drawing the sword. 


Those who think him sincere in making ‘it, 
believé that he seeks throngh it to increase 
his own éclat in the eyes of Frenchmen, and 
gratify their national vanity by the spectacle 
of thelr master presiding at s Council of 
Sovereigns‘assembied on his requisition ; and 
up without result, and that he Knows it ; and 
others are satisfied that it. would produce no 
result, unless it was understoed that ite de- 
cisions would be carried out by the use of the 
“very brute force which it is Racca sach to su- 
percede. -. 


‘Wi Stee ‘hn ‘opto. ev "A: to lle be 
inthe matter, It may be that he is 
Ca ellpees petra, 


¢. 


4 i 
Pi.bi OF Sy Mars 


y re. Po ? of ‘0 ‘s 
| i cadet ainda bebighe 
Samo ten we ad no 
‘whatever itmpnise it | “28° 
‘those: who are som- 


aaa the el ere 





be @ better proof of the | cepted by.br 


falsehood when he iseded this document, he 
fully intended that the order should have the: 


‘effect of making his men fight more desper- }’; 


ately, and, it would’ be no compliment to him’ 


of inciting his soldiéry' to desperetion, the’ 
order of Gen. Brace jmpelied-them to & 
safety from the Yaukees in inglorious 
and all but seven thousand did 


pong hoy gem tks 


fly fast, 
= 


4 


They will thus certainly recruit their armies 
to the extent of the number of National sol- 
diers now in their possession. But if he will 
not do this, Jzrr. Davis would do well to give 
peremptory instructions, to his subordinates 
to issue no more orders modeléd after that 
which was promulgated by Gen. Busco with 
each disastrous results. 


a 
Collisions of Ships. 

It has been said that the increased facili- 
ties in navigation have been followed by a 
great increase in the number of the collisions 
Which occur between vessels, notwithstand- 
ing all the improvemeata which have been 
made in. their meehanical working, and 
all the legislation which has aimed to pre- 
vent these accidents by teguiating the 
coarses which vessels should’ pursue, the 
lights they should‘earry, &c. The records of 
our Admiralty Courts for the last month tend 
to confirm this idea, for we find that ddring 
that month there have been tried in those 
Courts in our City no less than six cases 
arising out of collisions, and stil] the calen- 
dar is full of other cases awaiting their turn. 

Two ef these collisions occurred at the docks 
in our harbor.. One of them arose out of the 
towing of a floating derrick away from the 
Navy-yard in such a way as to strike a ves- 
sel lying st & pier near by, and the other was 
caused ty a propeller revolving her screw 
while lying at @ pier for the purpose of try- 
ing her machinery, which caused such a suc- 
tion ja the dock as to draw a canal-boat 
against theblade of the screw, and sink it. 
Neither of them could have occurred a few 
years ago, for it is but a few years since 
floating derricks and screw propellers were 
brought into use. 

The other collisions were of various kinds, 
but all between vessels engaged in naviga- 
tion. One was between two sailing vessels, 
another between one of the sound steamers and 
a towboat with her tow, another between an 
ocean steamer and a schooner, and the other 
between two ocean steamers. This last, the 
case of the Ella Warley and the’ North Star 
is, quite noteworthy. Our, readers will re- 
collect the collision, which occurred about a 
year ago below Sandy Hook, the Ella Warley 
being so injured as to sink in sevem or eight 
minutes, and her passengers. barely escaping 
with their lives. The amount of damages in- 
volved in the case is greater than has been 
involved in any case that has ever been tried 
in the Court; the owners of the Eliq Warley 
claiming to recover some $75,000, dnd the 
owner of the North Star some $100,000. The 
case is remarkable, too, for the introduction of 
photographic evidenc@, which ie a novelty in 
the Court. The parties, by the aid and counte- 
nance of the sun, showed to the Court repre- 
sentations of the North Ster as she appeared 
after the accident, which told the story’pf her 
condition more fully and accurately than any 
witness could have told it. 

The amount of money involved in all these 
cases is probably near two hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars—e very serious loss. to the 
community, w. er the Courts decide as to 
which party’ bear; it. But ‘there is one 
consideration which tends to reconcile us to 





for those who take charge of the lives and’ 
property which are every year more and more 
committed to, the power of the ses, as, com- 

merce increases. -yery shipmaster, as he 


her equipment, or maintains that seal ana | noms 
‘which isso: necessary to a successful and 
well-ordered’ ship, is to ‘be sputred ‘up to 
perme a lnm gree path ‘nowl- 
Greif ngage ‘have’ been 

pay heavily for a moment's ! 
| maater’s attention or care. 

| ashe strain his eyes. into, the 


5 
; 





marke out the course of his vessel, or sees to | ¢ 


Se, ra] 


| helmaman, with ears attentive to some unex- 


The reporta of all the Secretaries are in print, in- 
cluding that of the Treasury. Advance copies will 
be sent Northward and to the Western Press. 

THE wags CONCERNING THE KEW FRACTIONAL 
OURRENCY. 

«There is greet confusion in the statements thet 

relative to of the 


‘CAUCUS FOR THE NOMINATION OF ‘THE! HovEeN 
OFFICERS. 

The Democratic members of the House will as- 
sembié in caucus on Saturday night to nominate 
candidates for the House officers. The rece will be 
between Cox and Paxdisron, both from Ollic. The 
Democratic thembers of that State will hold a meet- 
ing to-morrow to choose between them. Mr. Cox 
says. his party will unite on some border State Unica 
defeat the Republican nomiace, 

MEMEBERS OF CONGRESS FROM LOUISIANA. 

The members of Congress from Louisiana, five in 
Bumber, tecently elected there, gitived here, and 
will claim their seats at the opening of Congress. It 
} remains with Mr, Eruzaives, Clerk of the House, to 
say whether their names shalt be placed on the roll 
call. Their admission will not affect the question of 
the Speakersbip, but it may some other offices of ine 
House. It ts understood that Mr. ‘Ermazrpes has 
ae an exclude their names {from the 


re STA ey een aur one POTOMAG. 

The report of a cotemporary that Mzapz has been 
superceded is premature. No doudt a change in the 
command of the Potomac Army will soon occur, bat 
few persons believe that the new chief will be choses 
from that army. ' 
THE NEGRO VILLAGE ON ARLINGTON HEIGHTS. 

The village recently erected om Arlington Heights 
for the freedmen was dedicated to-day, and there was 
a large attendance of officers, civilians and ladies. 
Speeches were made in the chapel by Cur- 
ranpsy, of New-Yorx, Goons, of Rev. 
‘Mr, Rocxwau, of Connecticut, and D. B. Nicuoss, 
Saperintendent. Many facts weré given showing 
that eontrabands can net only support themselves and 
the infirm of their race, but lay up &surplus. Build- 
ings are fitted up for the accommodation of same 
‘sixty families, with a chspel aud hospital and a home 
for the infirm, erected from coatributions from Provi- 
dence; R. 1. 

LATEST REPORTS FROM RICHMOND. 

Axvazw Jounson, Jr., nephew of Gov. Jouxéon, of 
Tennessee, captured some time ago, arrived here to- 
day from Richmend. Hé was exchanged for Coli. 
Cuanvize, of Baltimoie. He says that the prisoners 
in Castie Thunder suffer for good food, dbut'that thie 


Among the prisoners in Castle Thunder is M. 
Buaas, of Campbell County, T who | 
is am old map gradually sinking under his / 
gufférings. Re has [five Jeons and eight 'grand- 
sons in the Un army. Epwim Muzarrr, of 
N. Y., is also in that prison, Also, Rost. Casistiax, 
Pifth New-York Cayalry, wo is confined as a host- 
age for a.member of his company, charged with 
crime. Deserters from our army fare no better than 
The construction of gunboats is abandoned. There 
are not more than two thousand troops in Richmond, 
and they mostly raw militia. The feeling in Rich- 
mond is very desponding. Revel officers despair of 
success. Mr. Jomysom representa’ our prisoters as 
suffering everything that has been heretofore stated. 


| DISPATCHES TO THE ASSOCIATED Press. 


Wasurneron, Thursday, Dec. 3. 
THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE AND REPORTS OF THE 
SECRETARIES. 
As the report of the Sectetary of the Treasury is 
much lerger than heretofore, ‘arrangements will be 
made to send copies to some of the principal cities in 


) advance of its transmission to Congress, and eo with 


the other reports of the heads of Departments, but it 

is not certain with regatd fo that of the Secrétary of 
War. The manuscripts of all documents is for 
the most part im the hands pop ob = ramen 
estimates of the Secretary of the Treasury will as 
usual be laid before Congress on the day of meeting, 
but the financial report not lied several days 
theresfter. ,The President's m » has not yet 
been completed owing to his It may al- 


the existence of such litigation—which is, | most certainly be stated 2) wenn 
that there is in each of these snits.a lesson 


find its coethondt soa the Se we 
as on previous occasions. some days 

‘past the Secretary of the Treasury lasbeén dévoung 
himself exclusively to the preparation of his financial 
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All the above are WARRANTED equal to any, and 
are superior to most of the imported. 

For sale by nearly all the respectable Druggists and 
Perfumers in the 


UNITED STATES. 
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